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Division 24: Gascoyne Development Commission, $1 519 000 � 
Mr M.W. Sutherland, Chairman.  

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development.  

Mr S.G. Yule, Chief Executive Officer. 

The CHAIRMAN: Member for North West. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: On page 305 of the Budget Statements reference is made to new technologies. The third 
dot point under �Significant Issues Impacting the Agency� lists the Gascoyne food bowl initiative announced by 
the minister in December 2008. Has the minister gone out to the horticultural district in Carnarvon and surveyed 
what the people want? Do they want expansion of the irrigation system? I asked the minister before whether he 
has put a gun to the growers� heads and told them if they want an irrigation system, they have to have expansion. 
Is the minister looking at expanding up to 800 hectares for the Carnarvon horticultural district, which is basically 
doubling the horticultural district?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I have previously answered the question that the member has asked. Given the time, I am 
not going to go through it again. I am happy for Stephen Yule from the Gascoyne Development Commission to 
add anything about the commission having an important role in the local consultative committee that reports to 
the ministerial reference group. 

Mr S.G. Yule: The only thing that I would add is that the local consultative committee that is mentioned on page 
305 has met. It is a very balanced committee. Looking at the horticultural industry, we have Gascoyne Water Co-
Operative Ltd, Gascoyne Water, Carnarvon Growers� Association and the Shire of Carnarvon. The Gascoyne 
Development Commission is a member as well as a support. It has a couple of committee members. The key to 
the question is the balance thing. No-one probably wants expansion willy-nilly; we want planned expansion that 
will not damage the existing plantation. That brings the industry together at a local level. We can work through 
those issues over the coming year or so. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
[12.20 pm] 
 


